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or his state; everyone tried to surpass his neighbour
in richness and invention. Gold and silver scarcely
sufficed: the shops of the dealers were emptied in a few
days; in a word luxury the most unbridled reigned over
Court and city, for the fete had a huge crowd of spec-
tators. Things went to such a point, that the King
almost repented of what he had said., and remarked,
that he could not understand how husbands could be
such fools as to ruin themselves by dresses for their
wives; he might have added, by dresses for themselves.
But the impulse had been given; there was now no
' time to remedy it, and I believe the King at heart was
glad; for it pleased him during the fetes to look at all
the dresses. He loved passionately all kinds of sumpt-
uosity at his Court, and he who should have held only
to what had been said, as to the folly of expense, would
have grown little in favour. There was no means,
therefore, of being wise among so many fools. Sev-
eral dresses were necessary. Those for Madame Saint-
Simon and myself cost us twenty thousand francs.
Workmen were wanting to make up so many rich
habits. Madame la Duchesse actually sent her people
to take some by force who were working at the Due
de Rohan's! The King heard of it, did not like it, and
had the workmen sent back immediately to the Hotel
de Rohan, although the Due de Rohan was one of the
men he liked the least in all France. The King did
another thing, which showed that he desired every-
body to be magnificent: he himself chose the design
for the embroidery of the Princess. The embroiderer
said he would leave all his other designs for that. The
King would not permit this, but caused him to finish